
TUESDAY, November 17, 1992

A BOSTON GLOBE Nov. 14, 1992 Pg. 1

^ays mull path in military of future
ByBrianMcGrory

GLOBE STAFF

Lt (j.g.) Karen StupsW uttered the words
after years of wondering, months of fright and a
longnightof tears. "I amgay," she hesitantly told
iher superior o£Scer aboard a Navy supply ship.
Six months later, she wasdischarged.

Now Stupski, andthousands ofothergaysand
lesbians who have been ousted from the military,
ponder their fate. They wonder whether they
should appty for reinstatement to an institution
that not only highh'ghted, but d^'grat^ their

homosexuality, or bask fromafar in what they be
lieve is a wrongmade right

But for many gays in the armed forces, and
the gay community in general. President-elect BQl
Clinton's announcement that he would remove the
military ban against homosexuals represents far
more than vind^t'on and job opportunity. Itsre
moval, they say, would mark the end of blatant
discrimination in one of the largest, most influen
tial institutions in the countiy, the crumbling of a
hullMg barrier to so^ ac(«ptane^. ""

isgt^ tohave a lotofimpact insmall
town AmCTca,^ere they really lookto the mili-

tuy as the heartofAmericanism andpatriotism,"
said Robb Bettiker, who was ousted from the
ROTC programat Harvardin 1989 after he tolda
superiorhe wasgay."Allowing gaysto serve is to
aUow pys to be patriotic and American again."

Said David ^ni, a retired Navy lieutenant
from Boston who had kepthis homosexuality a
secret while in the service: It i^pce&eDl&flDe of
1^e,last areas ofinstitutjonalizkl homrohobia. If

is overturned, you wiB see broadiM '̂accep-j
' iy

ton in^cated this week that he plans to
'" follow up ona campaign
^mise to remove the ban, saying

/ thatjfthftjssueoughtto beconduct"

ah^^^^c^fris^^^felolfiave
virtaaflynoJmpacC^n the armed
services. Any l>acT3^ thev said,
would occur"only if it is encouraged
^yjnilitaryJeaders.
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the military and I knew tiiat just
wasn't true," said Specialist
Sherik, 22, a California native
stationed at Augusta's Fort Gor
don. "I've been functioning as an
MP for three years, and I went to
Saudi and did fine, and I wanted
to show publicly ^at the policy
isnt true."

Despite Specialist Sherik's
claim of competence and sup
portive testimony from fellow
soldiers — as well as President
elect Bill Clinton's vow to re
scind the ban —• U.S. Army offi
cers recommended Thursday
that Specialist Sherik be honor
ably discharged.

"I really wasn't surprised,"
Sp^ialist Sherik said. "Chapter
15 is a set of orders, and it says
they must discharge me for say
ing that I'm gay,"

Since his public declaration
two months ago, Specialist
Sherik has talked often with
Keith Meinhold, a sailor dis
missed from the Navy for being a
homosexual, who returned to
duty in California on Thursday.
A court ruled Petty OfficerMein
hold could continue serving

(Soldier
batdes
the ban
on gays
Fort Gordon MP
facing discharge
By Rebecca McCarthy-
STAFF WRITER

When he announced at a Sep
tember press conference that he
"was a gay soldier, Spec. Jason
Sherik hoped to focus the spot-
Jlght not on himself but on the
policy that bans gay men and
women from the military.

"It says gays can't function in
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practical sense.
Unfortunately, everyone knows

that isnt how these things are done,
because gay-rights advocates don't
see this as a practical issue to be
resolved through trial and error, like
testing a new tank. They see it as an
issue ofsimple right and wrong. De
nying opportunities to homosexuals,
in this view, is always intolerable,
regardlessof whether it fosters miU-
tary effectiveness. (Of course, there
are homophobes who are equaUy in
different to practical consequences,
arguing that gays should be kept out
purely on"mor^" grounds.)

But the armed forces, unlike
other institutions of government.

are not expected to place personal
rights above alL They have always
been allowed (particularly when
there was a dr^t) to put military
effectiveness above individual
needs, lb introduce openly gay men
and women without serious regard
for the consequences is to put what
is desirable above what is vital And
once the policy is in place, there is
almost no chance it uill ever be re
pealed.

It's tempting to think of Mr.Clin
ton's plan as a grand experiment
from which we will all learn. But
unlike with most experiments, the
peoplewhowant thisonedon'tmuch
care how it turns out.

Stephen Chapman is a naiionally
syndicated columnist.
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while his civil suit against the
dischargeis pending.

"He's real supportive, and he
sees the ban ending soon," said
Specialist Sherik. The American
C^vil Liberties Union will file
suit for Specialist Sherik if his
dischargegoes through.
Following in dad's footsteps

He has turned in his weapon
and gonefrom working as an MP
te folding linen and logging pa-
perworic in a supply room. Fol
lowing in his father's footsteps
and becoming a military police
man was an ambition S^ialist
Sherik nmtured from childhood,
he said, and giving up law en
forcement work was difficult

"But myparents and my fam-
Oy. are behind me 100 percent,"
besaid. Alsosupporting his deci
sion to go public, he added, is his
wife of five months, a longtime
friend living near Sacramento,
Calif. . . r- . . •

"Our marriage is on hold un-
til this is resolved. The reason I
gotmarried was to pretend to be
something I wasn't," he said,
adding that he never met a gay
person until two years ago.

"I thought I could lead a
straight life.... Then I began to
luiderstand myself and knew
these feelings wouldn't go
away."

Specialist Sherik said that af
ter his public admission he was a
little nervous about returning to
Fort Gordon, where he lives in
barracks. But the soldiers in his
platoonwere supportive.

"I've also met some people
who tell me I'm crazy for doing
this," Specialist Sherik said.
"These are people who have
spent IS or 20 years in the mili
tary, and ifs too much for them
to give up to admit they're gay.

"TTiere won't be much of an im-
particulariy if mOitaiy leaders

^ as leaders," said Lawrence J.
Korb, a senior feDow at the Brook-
ings Institutionin Washington and a
former assistant secretary of de
fense under President Reagan.
"They are already there. When they
are thrown out it's usually not b^
cause of behavior. Their records are
stellar."

One issue being debated by the
committee drafting the executweor
der is whether to allow ousted gays
to apply for immediate reinstate
ment

Stupski and Bettiker said they
would consider applying for rein
statement to the military, this time
knowing that they need not hide
their sexual preferences or fear an
abrupt discha^. Other ousted gays
around the countiy ha\-e express^
ambh^ence.

"If there is an opportunity, I cer
tainly \iTll apply for reinstatement"

Stupski, whoworks as an envi
ronmentaland gay activistin Wash
ington. "Finally, our government is
^oing totreat us asequals and not as
second-class citizens."

Bettiker, 24. a first-year medical
student at (^rgetown University,
s^d he foresees reenteiing the Navy
as a ph^'sidan,but added, "I have to
make sure Fm doing it for the right
reasons."

Bettiker and Stupski are among
approximately 1,500 gays and lesbi
ans ousted ^m the militaiy each
year. Some are investigated for
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I've got only three years in, and
I've got my whole life ahead of
me."


